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House of Light

Temple Beth Or community seder
sing-along & dessert potluck
Saturday, April 4, 3:00 - 5:00 pm

ADA accessible Everett location (in-person only)
While many of us spend the first two nights of Passover navigating the full Haggadah

at home, the fourth night is for the TBO family to gather, celebrate and sing!
All TBO members are invited to join Rabbi Rachel Kort and music leader Neil 

Weinstein for a high-energy, non-traditional Passover celebration. Instead of a formal 
seder, we are hosting a seder sing-along, blending the beloved food rituals of the 

holiday with the melodies that bring our Exodus story to life. 
Thank you to our Membership Committee for providing vegetarian matzah ball soup. 
Please bring a dairy dessert or fruit to contribute. Passover dietary restrictions apply. 

For a refresher on Passover food guidelines, visit tinyurl.com/pesachfoodlist.
It takes many hands to bring this event together. Please consider signing up to help 

when you RSVP. There is no fee to attend, but a donation (suggested $10 individual/
$18 family) is appreciated to help offset expenses.

Registration is required for all participants, and closes March 31, 9:00 am. Early 
reservations are encouraged as space may reach capacity.

Location will be provided when you register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.

For more information, contact Amber Waldbaum. For registration
assistance, please contact Sarah Davis at office@templebethor.org.

TempleBethOr.org      3215 Lombard Ave, Everett, WA 98201      (425) 259-7125 

http://tinyurl.com/pesachfoodlist
http://templebethor.org/service-registration/
mailto:office@templebethor.org


Reviving our loved ones’ memories
 
I want to begin this month with a word of profound gratitude to my Temple Beth Or 
family. Thank you for holding the space for me these past few weeks as I have stood to 
recite Kaddish for my uncle, Steve, who passed away in the second week of February.
In Jewish tradition, the formal obligation to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish falls upon these 

immediate relatives: a parent, a spouse, a child, or a sibling. As my uncle’s next of kin, my sister and I were not 
technically “obligated” by halachah (Jewish law) to take on this ritual. Yet, for me, it felt like an essential mitzvah - 
an act of chesed shel emet, a “true kindness” for one who can no longer repay it.
When my sister and I moved my uncle to Seattle four years ago, we weren’t just bringing him closer to us; we were 
bringing the Kort family lore home. Steve was our living archive. He was the keeper of the stories of my father, our 
bubbe and our zayde. Even last month, while sitting in the discomfort of the ER, he remembered it was my Great 
Aunt Maxine’s birthday. Had he been feeling better, I know he would have regaled us with stories of the legendary 
parties Aunt Maxine and Uncle Sidney hosted in their backyard with the pool.
My favorite memories with my uncle these last four years are the quiet ones: sitting at Magnuson Park with a bag of 
cherries, watching him catch the wind off Lake Washington. He would close his eyes, breathe in the fresh air, and 
say, “Ah, this breeze is a mechayah.” In those moments, I didn’t just hear my uncle; I heard my father’s voice, and 
my zayde’s before him.
You may be familiar with that Yiddish-inflected word, mechayah - something that revives or restores the soul. We 
encounter a version of it in the second blessing of the Amidah, where we praise God as Mechayah HaKol - the One 
who gives life to all. In more traditional prayer books, the blessing is Mechayah HaMaytim - the One who revives 
the dead.
The last time I saw my uncle, just hours before he died, I opened the window for him. Even then, he delighted in the 
air. While that breeze didn’t revive his physical health, I believe he is now “revived” in a different sense - reunited 
with the brother, the parents and the ancestors he spent his life helping us remember. Through his stories, he was a 
mechayah for our family; he brought the departed back to life for my sister and me.
During the Shabbat service immediately following his death, I found it incredibly meaningful to share a brief story 
of his life before we rose for Kaddish. It dawned on me then: why haven’t I invited you to do the same?
If you are attending services to recite Kaddish for a loved one - whether it is their yahrzeit or you are in the period of 
Sh’loshim - I want to invite you to share a memory about them with our community before we recite the Kaddish. 
Tell us about a phrase they always used, or a place, like Magnuson Park, where they felt most alive. If you can, 
please email me (rabbikort@templebethor.org) in advance, or you can let me know in person prior to the start of our 
Shabbat service.
By sharing these fragments of their lives, we don’t just recite a prayer; we perform an act of resurrection. We 
become the mechayah - the one who revives the spirit of those we have lost.
May the memories of our loved ones be more than a legacy; may they be a living breath, a mechayah that continues 
to stir our souls and inspire our lives.
Zichronam livracha - May their memories be for a blessing.

Rabbi Rachel Kort (she/her)
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Rabbi’s Corner
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We have much to look forward to, 
experience, and remember

This is the last ORacle article I will be writing before we move into our remodeled Temple 
Beth Or home on Lombard Avenue in Everett. I hope to see you all on April 12 at our 
dedication celebration that co-chairs Wanda Bresnick and Leslie Elsemore and their team are 
organizing. It will be an historic event in the life of Temple Beth Or and in our personal lives, 
and I am looking forward to it. I hope that you are, too. We will replace our Torahs in the ark, 
light the “ner tamid” (eternal light), and place a mezuzah on the door. 
We celebrate meaningful events in our life three times: we anticipate them, we experience 
them, then we remember them. We’re now in the anticipation phase for the dedication. So start 
your countdown!
At our February Governing Board meeting, we shared some things that we will miss about the old building. What will 
you miss? 
Some of us will miss carrying tables up and down the stairs. Others will miss carrying trays full of food and wine glasses 
up and down the stairs. One Board member will miss jury-rigging the heating and cooling system as best we could. 
Another will miss trying to get things down from the attic (especially Purim supplies). Here’s a funny thing that, 
fortunately, we won’t miss: falling through the upstairs lobby floor! Once construction was started on that area of the old 
building, our contractor discovered, to everyone’s alarm, that nothing but a little wood and inertia were holding up the 
floor. It had all rotted underneath. This added to the cost of the remodel, of course, as that whole area under the front of 
the building had to be excavated and rebuilt, but we were thankful that it didn’t collapse while we were shmoozing before 
services. The good news? The excavated area will be dry and have an access door, so say hello to our new sukkah storage 
area. So what will you miss?
The former Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, Jonathan Sacks, wrote in his book The Great Partnership: Science, Religion, 
and the Search for Meaning, that “simchah” really has no precise translation into English, since all our English emotion 
words refer to states of mind we can experience alone. Simchah is something we cannot experience alone. Simchah is joy 
shared. May we enjoy many, many simchahs together.
Even as we look forward to, enjoy, and remember simchahs, we know that there is also sadness. Our Temple Beth Or 
family extends condolences to Rabbi Kort and her family on the death of her uncle Steve Kort. You can read about him 
in Rabbi Kort’s article this month. Sometimes the Rabbi is the one who needs our care.  
With best wishes for a Happy Pesach, good health and joy. 
L’hitraot b’karov/see you soon.

Nancy Rosen, President (she/her)

From our President

Building dedication
Sunday, April 12, 2:00 pm

Join us for this historic event as we 
dedicate our remodeled building. We will begin by hanging 
our mezuzahs and returning our Torahs to the ark, which 
will be followed by a short program, including a song from 
our Religious School students. Then it will be time to 
celebrate with an oneg and dancing with a klezmer band. 
For more information or if you would like to help, please 
reach out to Wanda Bresnick or Leslie Elsemore.

Registration required for nonmembers. Register at 
templebethor.org/service-registration/ by April 10, 3:00 pm.

Move-in day
volunteers needed

We need your help on move-in day, 
March 29. Sign up at tinyurl.com/TBOMOVEIN or just 
drop by. Come to TBO anytime after 11:30 am; we will be 
working all afternoon. If you have, bring a shop vac. All 
skill sets (or lack thereof) are needed and welcome. Snacks 
will be provided. Watch for more information in ORbits 
and email as the date gets closer.
Contact Adam Goldstein or Mike Glosser with any 
questions. People who want to help specifically with the 
kitchen should contact Leslie Elsemore.

Save the dates!March

29
April

12

http://templebethor.org/service-registration/
https://tinyurl.com/TBOMOVEIN
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March Shabbat services
Shabbat morning services, with Rabbi Rachel Kort 
and music leader Shoshana Stombaugh,
Saturday, March 7
Tot Shabbat, 9:00 am
This service is geared toward preschoolers and 
babies, but early elementary youth will enjoy the 
service too. The morning will include Shabbat 
singing and a story. Kids are encouraged to bring a
special lovey plush toy with them.
Shabbat service, 10:00 am
Our community worship service will include a 
Torah reading and drash (sermon). The service 
is geared toward our adult and b’nei mitzvah 
student community, and will last about 90 minutes.
Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/. 
Registration ends Friday, March 6, 3:00 pm.

Shabbat at home
Friday, March 13, 7:30 pm, with service leader 
Rebecca Hicks and music leader Noah Zeichner
Join us for a Shabbat worship experience from the
comfort of your own space, lasting about an hour.

Family Shabbat
Friday, March 20, 7:00 pm, with Rabbi 
Rachel Kort and music leader Noah Zeichner
Our entire Temple Beth Or community is 
invited to our Family Shabbat service especially designed 
to nurture and engage our children and Religious School 
community. The evening will include songs, prayers and a 
story. The service will last less than an hour.
Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/. 
Registration ends Friday, March 20, 3:00 pm.

Shabbat service
Friday, March 27, 7:30 pm, with Rabbi 
Rachel Kort and music leader Shoshana 
Stombaugh
Join us for a Shabbat service, to include music and a drash 
(sermon).The service will last about an hour.
Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/. 
Registration ends Friday, March 27, 3:00 pm.

Shabbat Zoom: tinyurl.com/tboshabbatzoom
Meeting ID: 837 4187 0594    Passcode: 531760

Dial-in users: 253-215-8782

OFFSITEOUTDOORONLINEAT TBO

ADULT EDUCATION

Unity in Lynnwood

Unity in Lynnwood

Unity in Lynnwood

Interfaith gathering and Iftar–
Ramadan break fast meal

Friday, March 6, 5:45 pm
Our neighbors at the Pacifica Foundation have graciously 
invited our community, along with the Community 
Christian Fellowship of Edmonds, to join them for an Iftar 
- the meal to break the daily Ramadan fast. Our evening 
will feature shared study and conversation on the theme of 
“Gates and Doors” from our respective faith traditions. As 
we celebrate Ramadan together, Rabbi Kort will also lead 
us in welcoming Shabbat with a communal candle lighting.
This event is in-person only, offsite in Snohomish. To 
RSVP, email Rabbi Kort (rabbikort@templebethor.org) 
and she will provide the address.

Union for Reform Judaism Board 
election on March 8

The General Assembly, the legislative body of the URJ, is 
comprised of delegates from each URJ congregation. Based 
on our size, TBO has two delegates. Those delegates will 
cast votes for URJ General Assembly Board members, who 
then serve four-year terms starting in April. The election of 
the new Board will take place virtually on March 8. 
President Nancy Rosen and TBO member Sonia Siegel 
Vexler, a past URJ Board member, will cast our votes. 
In addition to the election, Yossi Klein Halevi will join the 
Zoom meeting from Israel to talk about North American 
Jewish-Israeli relations after October 7 and the Gaza 
War. Halevi, renowned author, visionary, political activist 
and dynamic speaker, is a senior fellow 
at the Shalom Hartman Institute in 
Jerusalem, where Rabbi Kort spent 
some of her sabbatical. For more 
information, contact Nancy Rosen.

Adult Education with Rabbi Kort: 
Preparing for a Meaningful Seder

Sunday, March 8, 9:45-11:00 am
Location will be sent to attendees the week of the event.
Members and Religious School families 
only. Members (other than Religious 
School families) must register to attend.

Register by Friday,
March 6, 3:00 pm at

 templebethor.org/service-registration/.

http://templebethor.org/service-registration/
http://templebethor.org/service-registration/
http://templebethor.org/service-registration/
mailto:rabbikort@templebethor.org
https://templebethor.org/service-registration/
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Happy TBO anniversary! We
appreciate your being a part
of our community.

Say hello to
Owen David

Mazel tov to Marcy and Moisey Shostak on their first 
grandson, Owen David, born on January 1. 

•  Tom and Leslie Elsemore - 26 years
•  Mark and Anita Goralnick - 26 years
•  Ellis Engbar - 23 years
•  Ken and Mila Lowery - 10 years
•  David and Beth Fine - 8 years
•  Rachel Gorlick and Karl Haberlach - 7 years

Next Chapter goes to
the movies

Join Next Chapter on March 28 at the Stroum 
Jewish Community Center for a showing of “The 
Stamp Thief.” This movie is part of the Jewish Film 
Festival. The movie starts at 6:30 pm and runs for 
103 minutes. Tickets are $15 (seniors 65+) and $17 
for adults. This will be charged to your TBO 
account upon registration. TBO members only, 
please. To attend, register by March 6, 4:00 pm at templebethor.org/
service-registration/. Contact Gwen Campbell with any questions.

Membership news

Remodel news
It is so very exciting - we are coming into the home stretch! Here is the latest:
Construction:

• Roofing work is completed, and all windows and exterior doors are installed.
• Parking lot has been paved, and all water connections have been made.
• Re-siding of existing building continues and should be completed by early this month.
• Elevator installation is underway and should also be completed soon.
• Insulation and drywall installation has started and will continue for the next few weeks.
• Final concrete work in front of the building for the ramp to the front door and walkways is underway.
• Cabinets, countertops and appliances for the kitchen have been ordered, and delivery dates are set.
• We are still expecting our occupancy permit in March.

Other information:
• Rich Spitzer is creating plans for our various storage areas and would welcome some help. If you are available to 

pitch in, please contact him.
• Pending receipt of our occupancy permit, we are tentatively planning our move-in for Sunday, March 29. Movers 

have been selected and a contract is in place. If you would like to help out, we can absolutely use you! We will 
have professional movers loading and unloading the truck, but we need folks to direct items to the right rooms and 
to help unpack boxes. We have all kinds of jobs, and surely one will be right for you. Please contact Adam 
Goldstein or Mike Glosser if you are able to help on that day (or the next few days). We also need shop vacs. If 
you have one we can borrow, please contact Adam or Mike. Watch ORbits and email for more information about 
move-in and volunteering as the date approaches.

• Wanda Bresnick and Leslie Elsemore are coordinating our building dedication celebration. It is set for April 12 
at 2:00 pm. If you would like to help with this fun celebration, contact Wanda or Leslie. See page 3 for more details.

Be sure to check out the great photos online, or drive by the building for a firsthand look. If you have any questions 
about this project, contact Glen Pickus or Melanie Field.

Next Chapter at Seattle Rep for
the powerful production of

“Here There are Blueberries” 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://templebethor.org/service-registration/&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1771956098826531&usg=AOvVaw0Q0EGBL-nciq0Mm_cWsxlx
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://templebethor.org/service-registration/&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1771956098826531&usg=AOvVaw0Q0EGBL-nciq0Mm_cWsxlx
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February construction photos

More great photos at   templebethor.org/building

View from Lombard - February 25

Southwest view - February 25Southeast view - February 11

Upper lobby - February 11 Elevator - February 25

View from parking lot - February 25

http://templebethor.org/building


https://youtu.be/7GA0jRro1f0
https://youtu.be/jt2of65-EIo
https://youtu.be/WIVOqC01koM
https://youtu.be/OZJXEe2vspo
https://youtu.be/OZJXEe2vspo
https://youtu.be/rQJY-HLPp2s?si=uLNltT1qT8i_xAFd
https://youtu.be/8T-hWPxQII8
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/jewish-identity/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/women/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/women/
http://jewishcoalition.org/
http://waisn.org/
http://nwirp.org/
http://snocofood.org/






http://templebethor.org/oracle
http://templebethor.org/calendar-submission
mailto:office@templebethor.org



