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LET’S DEDICATE AND CELEBRATE!
Building dedication Saturday, May 2, 2:00 pm

Please join us for this historic event as we
dedicate our remodeled building. We will begin by
blowing the shofar, hanging our mezuzot and returning
our Torahs to the ark, which will be followed by a short
program, including a song from our Religious School

students. Then it will be time to celebrate with an oneg and
dancing with the Mirel Family Klezmer Band. Note that
the service will begin outdoors, so dress for the weather.

At our celebration, members will have an opportunity to
write a short message on what they love about TBO or
their wishes for TBO in the future. These will then be

placed in a time capsule, which we will bury a few weeks

later, to be dug up at a future date. Also, take time to walk

around the grounds and see the stepping stones created by
our Religious School students from the rocks that were
painted by members at our groundbreaking last spring.

For more information or if you would like to help, please
reach out to Wanda Bresnick or Leslie Elsemore. This
event is open to members, RS families, nonmembers who
contributed to the Capital Campaign and special guests.
Registration is required for nonmembers.

Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/ by
April 29, 3:00 pm. For this event, the parking lot is
reserved for disability parking, our service leaders and
our klezmer band. Plan to park on the street and
walk to the parking lot where we will gather.

TempleBethOr.org 3215 Lombard Ave, Everett, WA 98201 425) 259-7125


http://templebethor.org/service-registration/
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The architecture of intention

We’ve finally crossed the threshold. After many months of blueprints, dust and the steady
rhythm of hammers, our new space is open. It feels like a moment of profound Shehecheyanu
- not just a “thank you” for the structure, but a celebration of the persistence, vision and shared
|| heart that have sustained us to reach this season.

But as I look at these pristine walls, I’ve been thinking about a question that’s as much about our soul as it is about our
floor plan: How do we inhabit this space?

I found myself reflecting back on the courses I took in organizational leadership while studying for the rabbinate. While
those studies taught me the theory of communal leadership, they are now giving me the language to understand how our
physical space can actually hold and honor our collective spirit.

I keep returning to the work of Lee Bolman and Terrence Deal, professors and leadership experts whose “Four-Frame
Model” is taught in top-tier management programs worldwide. Their model is a cornerstone of management education,
and they speak specifically about the “symbolic frame” - the idea that a building isn’t just shelter, it’s a story. Every
hallway is a canvas that tells people who we are. If we crowd our walls too quickly, our story becomes muddled, but if we
are intentional, the building itself becomes a physical prayer.

This aligns with the wisdom of Dr. Ron Wolfson, a professor at American Jewish University and a pioneer in what he
calls “relational Judaism.” In his work, The Spirituality of Welcoming, he teaches that true hospitality isn’t just a “hello” at
the door, but an environment that lets the human spirit rest. To create that rest, we need to ensure our walls have the visual
clarity to speak.

We find our ancient blueprint for this in the desert, when the Israelites were commanded to build the Mishkan (the
Tabernacle). The call went out for everyone “whose heart moved them” to bring a gift (Exodus 25:2), and the response
was an overwhelming outpouring of love - gold, silver and fine linens.

However, the beauty of the Tabernacle wasn’t just in the volume of the gifts, but in how they were channeled. In Exodus
31:3, we learn that the lead artisan, Bezalel, was filled with three specific spiritual qualities to complete the work:
chochmah (wisdom), fevunah (understanding), and da ’at (knowledge).

The 11th-century commentator Rashi explains that these aren’t just synonyms for being smart. Chochmah is the spark of
an idea we receive from others; tevunah is the ability of the heart to “understand one thing from another,” or the logic of
how pieces fit together; and da at is the focused application that brings that vision into reality. Even after the people
brought an abundance of materials, the artisans had to apply this sacred discernment to ensure each item served its holy
purpose. Moses eventually had to ask the community to pause their giving, not because their gifts weren’t loved, but
because the sacred design required an intentional use of space to let the Divine Presence in. The gifts were the heart, but
the discernment was the soul.

We are currently in our own “Moses moment.” We have been deeply moved by the generosity of this community, and we
want to thank you, so much, for considering the Temple for your artwork donations. Your desire to share your personal
treasures with our communal home is a testament to your love for Temple Beth Or.

However, looking at our new footprint, we find that we currently have an over-abundance of artwork. The Design Team is
now beginning the holy work of discerning how to tell our story through these new hallways. To do this well, we need to
honor the symbolic frame and ensure that our visual environment reflects the heart of who we are without overwhelming
the spirit. We ask for your patience as we move through this “Moses moment,” carefully considering how to best use the
abundance of artwork we have. Our goal is to create a space that doesn’t just hold our history, but inspires our future - a
place where the beauty of our walls reflects the beauty of the community within them.

Restei Ractad_ Kot~
Rabbi Rachel Kort (she/her)



From our Predident

Mazel tov!

I am writing this on April 14, 2026 / 5 Iyar 5786, and it’s Yom HaShoah, Holocaust
Remembrance Day. In Israel, the screaming sirens weren’t a warning of incoming drones or
missiles, rather they were a call to remember and reflect, initiating two minutes of silence to
commemorate the Shoah. Every year on this day, the Israeli government releases Jewish
population statistics. According to this year’s report, there are 15 million Jewish people in the
world, around half of whom live in Israel. For context, the population of the U.S. is 349 million, Iran 93 million, and
Washington state 8 million. The world population according to the UN is more than 8 billion (8,000 million). We are a
tiny minority, but that siren also reminds us that we are still here to remember: Am Yisrael chai.

That same spirit of Am Yisrael Chai has been alive right here at TBO while we've been out of our building.

And after more than a year out of our building, our TBO family is still here! I think that it is remarkable, and a tribute to
our community, that we have managed to stay so closely and warmly connected even without a physical “home.” Unity in
Lynnwood and the Alderwood Boys & Girls Club and other venues have been accommodating and hospitable, and that
helped a lot. We’ve had some memorable events: the seder at the Firefighters Hall (thanks, Barry Klarman) was great,
and we joyfully celebrated b 'nei mitzvahs in alternate spaces, too. Some of the last events to take place out of our building
included the Consecration service on April 17 and Willow’s bat mitzvah on April 25. Our community’s intentional effort
to remain a cohesive, loving and dedicated Jewish community, no matter what, has been successful. Rabbi Kort’s
leadership - even while on sabbatical - has also kept us focused on who we are. I love her Torah commentaries and
articles; this month’s ORacle column is no exception.

Rabbis remind us that a simchah, or joy, is ideally an emotion created and experienced in community. Simchatenu - our
joy - will increase at our TBO dedication on May 2, quarterbacked by Leslie Elsemore and Wanda Bresnick. We
exceeded “sensible” predictions about how much money we might raise to fund our remodel. Not only that, but also
contrary to standard wisdom, pledges are being faithfully paid on time or early. Inexpressible thanks go to the people who
have contributed their time, vision, energy, money, wisdom, faith and enthusiasm to this undertaking. We’re almost home!

L’shalom.

Save the date

Semiannual meeting
June 14, 10:00 am 1 4/

Community dialogue & potluck dinner 2 [
Sunday, May 31, 4:00 - 6:00 pm afa

Building on the meaningful connection of our first structured dialogue in January, we invite you to join us for our
second session on May 31.

Facilitated by our member Beth Burstein Fine, this session will provide a non-judgmental and safe environment to
explore complex thoughts and feelings around issues facing us as Jewish individuals. As the world around us continues
to shift, holding space for one another remains a vital practice for our congregation. Our goal remains the same: to foster
deep listening and mutual respect within our community.

Whether you attended our first session or are joining us for the first time, your voice and presence are welcome. Please
join us if this speaks to you, and bring a dairy dish to share as we break bread and strengthen our communal bonds.
Members only. Registration closes Friday, May 29, at noon. Register at: https://templebethor.org/service-registration/.



https://www.google.com/url?q=https://templebethor.org/service-registration/.&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1776965075760595&usg=AOvVaw2Bui_YUuN7US8ZumwgRYN3

May Shabbat services

Family Shabbat |
Friday, May 8, 7:00 pm, with Rabbi Rachel
Kort and music leader Neil Weinstein
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Our entire Temple Beth Or community is invited to our
Family Shabbat service especially designed to nurture and
engage our children and Religious School community. The
evening will include songs, prayers and a story. The service
will last less than an hour.

Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.
Registration ends Friday, May &, 3:00 pm.

Shabbat at home
Friday, May 15, 7:30 pm, with service leader
Gwen Campbell and music leader Noah Zeichner

Join us for a Shabbat worship experience from the
comfort of your own space, lasting about an hour. This
service is great for all ages and is designed especially for
folks who may not be able to join us in person.

Shavout and Shabbat
Friday, May 22, 7:30 pm, with Rabbi Rachel
Kort and Rabbi CB Souther

Join our Temple Beth Or community as we celebrate the
intersection of Shabbat and the joyous festival of Shavuot.
As we commemorate the giving of the Torah at Mount
Sinai, we will honor the tradition of reading the Ten
Commandments directly from the Torah scroll. This service
is geared toward our adult and b 'nei mitzvah student
community and will last approximately 90 minutes.

o[ A
NI(=N

Henry Cronk is becoming bar mitvah

Henry Cronk (he/him), son of Kevin and Talia Cronk,
brother of Gabriel and Lydia, will be called to the Torah
on May 30, 2026, as a bar mitzvah.

Henry is in seventh grade at Valley View Middle School,
where his favorite subjects are band and science. Outside
of school, he is in a game club and a habitat restoration
club. He also enjoys video games, mountain biking, and
playing the flute in the Seattle-based Klezkids klezmer
band. His favorite Temple activity is the Purim carnival. A
fun fact about him: he likes potatoes!

Preparing for his bar
mitzvah has taught Henry fg¢.
that he is a fast learner. -
For his tikkun olam
project, Henry is
volunteering at Pasado’s
Safe Haven, an animal
sanctuary. “I take care of
animals that have had
difficult experiences and
abuse in their past. [ work
to help them feel confident
or ready to be adopted.” f

Todah rabah i : &

“I would like to thank Rabbi Debbie Masarano for
basically teaching me everything I need to know for my
bar mitzvah. I also would like to thank Rabbi Kort for
helping me with my dvar Torah. I would like to thank my
parents for their support.”
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Mazel tov, Henry!

Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.
Registration ends Thursday, May 21, 2:00 pm.

Shabbat service and bar mitzvah of Henry Cronk
Saturday, May 30, 10:00 am, with Rabbi N (e
Rachel Kort and Henry Cronk, and music  |[808/[E==
leader Shoshana Stombaugh

Join us for our morning service led by Rabbi Kort and
Henry. The Shabbat service will include a Torah reading
and teaching by Henry. This service is geared toward our
adult and b 'nei mitzvah student community.

Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.
Registration ends Friday, May 29, 3:00 pm.

Shabbat Zoom: tinyurl.com/tboshabbatzoom
Meeting ID: 837 4187 0594 Passcode: 531760
Dial-in users: 253-215-8782
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AT TBO ONLINE OUTDOOR

[T]] ADULT EDUCATION

ents help lead hand motions for “Roll
into Dark" at the Religious School Shabbat

and Consecration service on Friday, April 17


http://templebethor.org/service-registration/
http://templebethor.org/service-registration/
http://templebethor.org/service-registration/

Froon oun Dinector of Youth Education

€ “In every generation, we must see ourselves as having personally come out of Egypt. Sometimes, that
~ ‘coming out’ involves a very fluffy pillow.” - (Adapted from the Haggadah)
The Experience Passover Project 2026 proved that the road to freedom is paved with paint pens,

- | crumbs and a little bit of chaos. Our students didn’t just learn about history; they lived it through
»¥" " hands-on (and face-on) exploration:

» The Royal Rest Stop: Students decorated custom pillowcases, perfecting the art of “pro-level reclining” for the Seder.
* The Great Crunch Off: A high-stakes taste test where matzah toppings went head-to-head (spoiler: chocolate won big).
* Chametz Clean Out: A frantic, timed race to decide the eternal question: “Is quinoa a grain or a miracle?”

A huge todah rabah to Talia Cronk and Anna Feigen for their leadership, along with our dedicated faculty and parent
volunteers. You turned learning into a true celebration of freedom! -

Stefanie Somers (she/her)

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL'S

EXPERIENCE PASSOVER PROJECT
2026

CHAMATZ CLEAN OUT

THE SEARCH, SORT & SWEEP

THE ROYAL
REST STATION




Membership news
Happy TBO anniversary! We

appreciate your being a part
of our community.
* Ron Green and Carolyn Henri - 28 years
+ Stan Sussman and Gerry Friend - 20 years
» Casey McCallister - 12 years
* Pattipeg Harjo - 4 years
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Community seder sing-
along and dessert potluck
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http://templebethor.org/building



https://tinyurl.com/NIFspeaker
https://youtu.be/LXb_fk62Y_E
https://youtu.be/jEZnpXVI6L4?si=4619IOccf9lyoOB9

