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From our Predident

It takes a village . . .

Hilary Clinton borrowed the phrase, rooted in an African proverb, for the title of her 1996
book It Takes a Village and Other Lessons Children Teach Us. It certainly takes a village to
have a vibrant, happy synagogue - and at Temple Beth Or, our members are that village. While
we are incredibly blessed to have a dedicated, part-time staff team - including Director of
Youth Education Stefanie Somers, Temple Administrator Sarah Davis, and Rabbi Rachel
Kort - who help steer our ship, the true heartbeat of our congregation is you. Every single day, our synagogue relies on
the sacred commitments of its membership. Did you donate to the Capital Campaign? Serve as a greeter? Help with an
oneg? Bring food for a potluck, join a committee, or help us move into our new space on May 19? Did you lift your voice
and sing at a service? Thank you! We rely on your hands, your hearts and your time. We appreciate you deeply.

One of the best parts of being TBO president has been meeting members, working with volunteers and learning how the
“system” works. And it is a system. If you look at the list of committees and task forces on page 18, that will give you
some idea of the complexity of that system.

Here’s just one example of an event and its evolution: We all know that Shavuot is celebrated seven weeks after Pesach,
right? Did you read an email telling you about the Shavuot service? Who wrote the email? Who sent it? Who signed the
contract for the company that handles our mass emailings? The service itself was planned by the Rabbi, who worked with
the song leader; someone signed the contract with the song leader; someone put funds for the song leader into the budget
last year; the Governing Board approved the budget for presentation at the semiannual membership meeting; you all voted
on that budget; someone cut the check to the song leader; Sarah put the Shavuot service date and time on the calendar;
someone organized the oneg, . . . Get it? And that’s just one service for one holiday!

While I’m here, I need to mention the dedication event which was organized by Wanda Bresnick and Leslie Elsemore,
with help from many. Our own TBO village as well as friends and public leaders of Everett and Snohomish County
gathered to celebrate on May 2. As we mingled and schmoozed in the sunshine, we suddenly heard Rabbi David Fine
sound a large shofar to call our attention to Rabbi Kort for the invocation. It was dramatic and so appropriate for such a
significant event in the history of Temple Beth Or. The Mirel Klezmer Band and a party clinched the success of the day.
There is more about the ceremony and the party later in this ORacle, but I had to mention it here, also. What a special day.

Our next big get-together will be our semiannual meeting on Sunday, June 14, at 10:00 am. We will hear updates on this
year’s accomplishments and vote on the 2026-27 budget. You will also have the opportunity to sign up for task forces and
committees. The meeting will be followed by a light brunch in our wonderful new oneg room. I am hoping for good
weather so we can enjoy our beautiful landscaping and patio.

Some of TBO’s volunteers - you know who you are - have put in thousands of hours of time. But it takes all of us, it takes
a village, for us to thrive.

With best wishes for a happy, healthy and restful summer.

Please join us for our semiannual membership meeting, held
. . both in-person at TBO and online. One of the key agenda
membership meeting 1 4 items will be the presentation of the 2026-2027 budget. All
10:00 am-noon /| | members attending - whether in person or online - will have
| the opportunity to vote on the
proposed budget. More information will be emailed to members during the first | Zoom Meeting:

Semiannual

week of June. tinyurl.com/tbojune14
. . . . Meeting ID: 849 0921 6178
Enjoy a light brunch after the meeting. We look forward to seeing you there. Pass co§e: 514788
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https://tinyurl.com/tbojune14

June Shabbat services
Special Family Shabbat

Friday, June 5, 7:00 pm, with Rabbi Rachel
Kort and music leader Noah Zeichner

ool O

of|o

Our entire Temple Beth Or community is invited to our
Family Shabbat service especially designed to nurture and
engage our children and Religious School community. The
evening will include songs, prayers and a story. The service
will last less than an hour.

Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.
Registration ends Friday, June 5, 3:00 pm.

Please join us for this special Family Shabbat. We will
bury our time capsule and honor Jeff Napp and Sheryl
Shapiro for their hard work on our remodel. Additionally,
Rabbi Kort will bestow a blessing on Sarah Davis, our
Temple Administrator, who is graduating from Gratz
College with her MS in Nonprofit Management with a
focus in Jewish Studies.

Pride Shabbat
Friday, June 12, 7:30 pm, with Rabbi oo
Rachel Kort and Rabbi CB Souther afo||E==

During this musical Shabbat service, we will celebrate
LGBTQIA+ Pride and honor the movement for equality
and inclusion with special readings and reflections. This
service is geared toward our adult and b ‘nei mitzvah
student community and will last just over an hour.

Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.
Registration ends Friday, June 12, 3:00 pm.

Shabbat service and bat mitzvah of Elle Waldman

Saturday, June 20, 10:00 am, with Rabbi
Rachel Kort and music leader Noah g’c‘g -
Zeichner

Join us for our morning service led by Rabbi Kort and Elle.
The Shabbat service will include a Torah reading and
teaching by Elle. This service is geared toward our adult
and b 'nei mitzvah student community.

Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.
Registration ends Friday, June 19, 3:00 pm.

Shabbat at home

July Shabbat services

Shabbat service

Friday, July 10, 7:30 pm, with service N(Fe
leaders Pam and Rich Spitzer and music |
leader Shoshana Stombaugh

Join us for a musical Shabbat service, including a drash
(sermon). The service will last about an hour.

Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.
Registration ends Friday, July 10, 3:00 pm.

Shabbat at home
Friday, July 17, 7:30 pm, with service leader Ron
Green and music leader Noah Zeichner
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Join us for a Shabbat worship experience from the
comfort of your own space, lasting about an hour. This
service is great for all ages and is designed especially for
folks who may not be able to join us in person.

Outdoor multigenerational Shabbat N
Saturday, July 25, 10:00 am, with service leader oo
Vicki Schwartz and music leader Shoshana Stombaugh

Enjoy a multigenerational, musical Shabbat service,
outdoors on our new patio at Temple Beth Or. There is
plenty of space to dance, play and pray. This service is
great for all ages and will last about an hour.

Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.
Registration ends Friday, July 24, 3:00 pm.

Shabbat for everyone, with BYO dinner A
Friday, July 31, 6:00 pm, with Rabbi Rachel (218
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Kort and music leader Shoshana Stombaugh
Y Join us for a full evening of Shabbat and
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community! We begin at 6:00 pm with Family
Shabbat with Rabbi Kort & Stefanie Somers,
featuring crafts, games and songs
specifically for our young families. At 6:30 pm,
enjoy a BYO dinner. The evening concludes at
7:30 pm with a musical Shabbat service. All ages
are welcome to join us for any part of the
evening. Plan ahead for your BYO meal by checking the
TBO dietary policy at tinyurl.com/tbodietary.

Guests - Register at templebethor.org/service-registration/.

Friday, June 26, 7:30 pm, with service leader Ron
Green and music leader Shoshana Stombaugh

Shabbat Zoom: tinyurl.com/tboshabbatzoom
Meeting ID: 837 4187 0594 Passcode: 531760
Dial-in users: 253-215-8782

Registration ends Friday, July 31, 3:00 pm.

Join us for a Shabbat worship experience from the
comfort of your own space, lasting about an hour. This
service is great for all ages and is designed especially for
folks who may not be able to join us in person.

e ®
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Lorelai Waldman is becoming bat mitzvah | Standing strong: Evidence-based T

Lorelai Annette Waldman (she/any), daughter of Kendra |  strategies to combat antisemitism
Waldman and Matthew Julien, and sister of Enzo, will A special ADL program featuring Rabbi Peter Levi
be called to the Torah on June 20, 2026, as a bat mitzvah. Thursday, June 11, 7:00-8:15 pm, online only
Lorelai is a senior at Sequoia
High School, where her
favorite subjects are English,
art and civics. Her hobbies
outside of school include
crochet, photography and
modeling. At Temple Beth Or,
her favorite things are Shabbat
services, celebrating Yom
Kippur, chanting the Amidah,
volunteering and, of course,
challah!

Studying for her bat mitzvah
has taught Lorelai that she can
do hard things. “I’m more

RSVP suggested, but not required: | Q. |
rabbikort@templebethor.org

With antisemitic incidents at record highs, this session

ji8| moves beyond theory to provide practical tools for

| navigation. Grounded in quantitative research from the
| ADL Center for Antisemitism Research, the program

| focuses on evidence-based methods proven to shift

perspectives and reduce prejudice.

Key takeaways:

* Effective messaging: Why traditional responses often
fail, and how to use language that actually changes
minds.

* Strategic storytelling: Practical skills to engage the
broader community and build genuine allyship.

capable than I give myself credit for, I'm stronger than I * Confidence in conflict: Frameworks to lead difficult
realize, and I love being Jewish!” she says. “I want to tell conversations - online and in person - with clarity.
people to keep going when they think they can’t, because * Proven results: Interventions backed by data to

you never know just what you’re capable of until you try increase support for policies that bolster the Jewish
your absolute hardest.” community.

Elle’s tikkun olam project included several different mitzvot. | Equip yourself with the research and tools necessary to
“ spent my tikkun olam project volunteering for NOAH (a | counter hate and foster understanding.

nonprofit animal adoption center) and the Temple, and
helping my disabled mom around the house and with her
own business.”

Todah rabah

“I would like to thank my Mom and Memaw for keeping
me going when I thought I couldn’t anymore. Enzo for A note from Rabbi Rachel Kort:
helping me grow. And my Dad for his support from afar.
Pam for all her help tutoring me (and putting up with me).
Thanks to all the Temple members who have helped me
get to this point, especially the financial team.”

Zoom: https://tinyurl.com/tboadl
Meeting ID: 827 2910 0697
Passcode: 286252

“I am proud to bring this program to our community.
Having worked closely with Rabbi Peter Levi for years, |
trust his expertise and have attended this presentation,
which offers concrete, realistic strategies for moving from

) X }
Mazel tov, Lorelai! concern to effective action.”

Interfaith community dinner & dialogue 2 [
Friday, June 19, 6:00-8:00 pm, in-person only at Temple Beth Or ara

Temple Beth Or is delighted to welcome our neighbors from Edmonds Community Christian Partnership and the
Pacifica Foundation for an evening of shared food, conversation and community building. S T
As part of our dialogue, we will provide a tour of our new facility and host a group discussionon | _
the concept of “Sacred Space” across our various faith traditions.

We are also looking for volunteers to help make this evening a success. Please let the Rabbi know
if you can bring a dish to share for dinner, assist with setup or help with cleanup.

To help us prepare, please RSVP to Rabbi Kort (rabbikort@templebethor.org) by June 15. We
look forward to seeing you there as we strengthen the bonds of our local community!
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Froon oun Dinector of Youth Education

.~ What a wonderful Religious School year this has been. Thanks to all the hard work of the previous
~ co-chairs, our principal, our teachers, madrichim (teaching assistants), parent volunteers, and good-
" natured students, we made it through our “year of wandering” with more happy memories to relate
. than space there is to write about them all. Todah Rabah!

During this summer break, everyone can relax and enjoy our family and outdoor Shabbats back home at Temple Beth Or,
recharging our inner enternal flames. Go wild imagining our new spaces and experiences in our remodeled building;
we’ll need everyone’s creative energy again for the beginning of the new year!

Stefanie Somers (she/her)

“Sharing our Light"
December 2025

Created at our annual Hanukkahpalooza
celebration, this collaborative piece
reflects Religious School students'’

exploration of light - a central theme of

Hanukkah. Each spiral holds their
personal expressions of how they share
their light in the world. While the
unique collage candles represent the
beauty of every individual contribution,
together, they form one radiant
community and remind us that in unity,
we shine brighter.

Religious School students filled
our newly dedicated space with
their spirits, singing Shir Chadash
- a new song for a new chapter at
Temple Beth Or.




Lag B'Omer
Field|Day Fun

Madrichim gathered

o round the “fire’ GIRERD)—

Buble para
Tots, oh my!
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SUNDAY

AUGUST 16
4:09 - 7:00 pm

Come one, come all to our TBO Summer BBQ, sponsored
by the Membership Committee. There will be burgers,
dogs (vegan friendly, too) and all the fixings. Please bring
a side or dessert to share. Last Names A-G sign up to bring
appetizers, H-R desserts, S-Z sides or salad. We’ll have
fun and games for everyone. Nonmembers who may be
interested in joining our community are also welcome.
To review the TBO dietary policy, go to
tinyurl.com/tbodietary. For registration questions,
contact office@templebethor.org. For questions regarding
the BBQ, contact Leslie Elsemore.
Registration: All participants must register to attend. This
event is for TBO members and prospective members.
Registration closes Thursday, August 13, at noon.

tinyurl.com/TBObbq2026

Snohomish area; exact location will be provided the week
of the event.

Membership news

Happy TBO anniversary! We appreciate
your being a part of our community.

June ° Kayln and Aaron Kauffman - 14 years
* Ella Lonergan - 14 years
* Rebecca and Scott Hicks - 8 years
» Kiah Webster - 4 years

July Dave and Julie Maltos - 30 years

* Marla Phippen - 24 years

* Andrew Siegel and Ann Wennerstrom - 24 years
* Cheryl Weight - 24 years

* Suzan Halle - 11 years

* Adam and Nyda Goldstein - 7 years

+ Jessica and Will Burgamy - 6 years

+ Sally Flaxman and Atle Straume - 1 year

* Linda Chessin - 1 year

Community fundraising waffle brunch
Saturday, June 13, 10:30 am - 1:00 pm

Join us to raise funds for
playground equipment for
Temple Beth Or. The waffle
brunch will be a dairy meal,
with great food, great
company, and plenty of
lawn games for families to
enjoy. Give what feels right
for you; $50 per person is our suggested gift. Donations
are not required to attend. Specific Lake Stevens location
will be provided after registration. RSVP at tinyurl.com/
TBOwaffles by Thursday, June 11, 2:00 pm.

Food and Volunteer Sign Up:
https://tinyurl.com/tbowafflevolunteers

(Even if you are volunteering, fill out the registration link
so we know how many people to expect.)

Please contact Dana Sanders or Rani Linarelli for more
information.

June is Pride Month

Show your support for the

LGBTQ+ community and march in
the Pride parade in Snohomish with
others from TBO. The event is
Saturday, June 6, at 10:00 am.
Contact Naomi Katsh Barger (email
or Dana Sanders (Facebook) for details.

Everett Pride Block Party - Saturday, June 2, noon - 6:00 pm
at Wetmore and Wall St. in Everett.

Temple Beth Or Pride shirts are now available
Orders take seven to ten days to arrive, so place your order
as soon as possible if you’d like your shirt in time for Pride
Shabbat on June 12. Order online and have it shipped
directly to your home.
https://templebethor.itemorder.com/

BOTY Havdalah & movie night

Come join BOTY for a fun and relaxed Youth Group
movie night, Saturday, June 6, from 6:30-10:00 pm. This
is our last event of the school year. We’ll kick off the
evening with a special camp-style Havdalah to close out
Shabbat, then enjoy some delicious Costco pizza together
before settling in to watch Zootopia 2. It’s a great chance
to celebrate the year, hang out with friends and be part of
our community.

Registration: To attend, email Sam Fuchs, BOTY
Advisor, at boty@templebethor.org by May 29.
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Dedication blessing

May this space become a Beit T filah, a House of
Prayer: In this sanctuary, may we find moments of
deep connection, spiritual renewal, and the warmth
of a community at prayer. Amen.

May this space become a Beit Midrash, a House of
Study: Within these walls, may our lifelong
curiosity lead us toward growth, comfort, and a
deeper understanding. Amen.

May this space become a Beit Tikkun, a House of
Repair: From this building, may we go forth to
practice tzedakah and g 'milut chasadim, turning
our values into acts of justice and lovingkindness.
Amen.

May this space become a Beit Knesset, a House of
Gathering: May this be a place of true fellowship
where every individual feels the embrace of
belonging. Amen.

As we continue to grow in this space, may we
always fulfill our calling as a k’hilah k’doshah, a
sacred congregation. Amen.

The Workshop of Our Future (inspired by Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman)

We do not dedicate this building to be a museum for a story that ended in the past; we dedicate it to be a
workshop for a story we are writing today. L’dor Vador is not a passive handoff of history, but an active com-
mitment to the future. It is the work of turning this space into a moral laboratory - a place where we produce
meaning, seek healing, and forge justice. May this building never be a static monument, but a living tool for
all the generations who will enter these doors to transform themselves and our world.
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